Photo Story 3 for Windows
Available for download at:

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/digitalphotography/photostory/default.mspx
This program is ideal for creating a video slideshow of pictures you have taken.  It has the following capabilities
· Importing and arranging photos

· Zooming in and removing black borders from photos

· Ability to add titles to pictures

· Various photo effects

· Black and white, chalk and charcoal, colored pencil
· Diffuse glow, negative, outline in black or grey
· Sepia, washout, watercolor
· Customizing the motion of the video

· Panning and zooming in the photos

· Transitions between photos

· Adding narration to photos

· Adding or creating background music to a movie

· Creating a movie in Windows Media Format (.wmv)
· 14 custom settings for the output of your movie

Tips and tricks for using Photo Story 3 for windows

· This is a very simple program to use and the best way to get the hang of it is to try creating your own movie

· Aim to create a movie that’s under 5 minutes in total running time. Anything longer than that and your audience will start to lose interest. 
· If you have a lot of photos, consider creating several small movies, perhaps organized around a specific theme such as food, free time, where I work, etc

· In the timeline where you import photos, you can click and drag the photos to arrange them in any order you like

· When adding motion and transition to the photos, remember that less is more.  A simple pan or zoom can go a long way into infusing life to your photos. 
· Try to incorporate some sort of movement to each photo and change it up a bit. You can pan left and right, up and down and diagonally. You can also zoom into and out of various points on the photo

· Remember that most music will have copyright restrictions if you plan to broadcast your video online to an external audience

· When exporting your file to a video format, the larger the resolution the bigger the file will be. Take into consideration the internet speed at your location and how long it might take you to upload your file.  Larger files are also harder to watch for some people that have slower internet connection.  
· 320x240 (profile for computers 1) should be sufficient for playback over the internet 

· 640x480 (profile for computers 2) should be sufficient for playback on your computer
